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Jail program a 'Community Model' 

By DON KORALEWSKI 

I·M Editor : 

John Pezzoli, Assistant 
Commissioner for Behavioral 
Health Services, recently vis­
ited the Southside Regional 
Jail. Pezzoli 's visit included 
a tour of the facili ty and in­
terviews with jail staff and 
inmates. 

A high light of the visit was 
an update, through staff and 
inmates, on the jail's Com­
munity Model Program. 

The program is a model 
program for corrections fa­
cilities around the nation. 

Conducted by the Center 
for Therapeutic Justice in 
Williamsburg. the program 
offers inmates a guided ~lf­
help approa.:h t('o address and 
remed~ cflntnbuung factors 
and causes for an mdividual's 
incarceration - substance Don KoralewskilIndependeut-Messenger 
abuse, mental health issues John Pezzoli, Assistant Commissioner for Beba,,­
and anger management issues ioral Health Services, center left, recently visited 
among them. the Southside Regional Jail. He is joined by South­
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that of those incarcerated in sythe (who is also Chairman of the Board of Diree 
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country, 67 percent will be Michael McBride a counselor for the Center for 

Therapeutic Justice, and DiFector of the Center 
See MODEL, page 2 [or Therapeutic Justice Morgan Moss . 
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dog, even biting wouldn't have 
helped. 

"I think this is more than 
animal abuse. I'm concerned 
this person could do harm to 
a person. This is how serial 
killers get started." 

No one knows who the 
pet belonged to. Malone 
and daughter, Tara Malo­
ne-Menendez searched the 
neighborhood for the dog's 
owner. They said a neighbor 
told them a man had been 
looking for a small dog ear­
lier in the week but no one 
knows who the man was. 

The Humane Society is 
offering a reward for infor­
mation in the case. Malone 
and Menendez are sickened 
by the discovery of a pool 
of blood in the street, along 
with several skid marks. You 
can call in tips to (434)­
634-3296 or 804-731-8987. 
All calls will remain anony­
mous. 

At first Menendez, who 
initially responded to the 
scene, thought the small ca­
nine had been struck by a 
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re-arrested shortly after their 
release. "Many incarcerated 
persons leave jail worse ­
having honed their criminal 
skills through the inmate sub­
culture, untreated addiction, 
and negative outlook on life ... 
inevitably, without interven­
tion, revolving door offend­
ers re-infect their families 
and society with additional 
crimes," states an introduc­
tion to the program offered 
to the Commissioner of the 
Virginia Department of Be­
havioral Health and Develop­
mental Services at the outset 
of the program in 2005. 

Inmates volunteer for the 
program and have to be se­
lected into the program. Cur­
rently, according to Jail Su­

vehicle but the pOSitioning 
of the body and head, along 
with the clean cut, indicated 
the animal was beheaded 
while still alive. The body 
was not smashed as if by a 
tire. The body was not in­
jured jn any way. 

Malone said a veterinarian 
who ~orks with the humane 
society confirmed the dog 's 
injuries were not consistent 
with an animal being struck 
by a vehicle. 

Menendez said that sev­
eral people have called since 
finding out about the dog. 
"The main goal of the Hu­
mane Society is to bring 
awareness about what hap­
pened. We want to see jus­
tice done and work hand­
in-hand to put this person 
where they belong. 

"We're not trying to of­
fend anyone but this can't 
be swept under the rug. This 
is horrible. People need to 
know that there is some­
one in our community who 
is capable of doing such a 
thing." 

perintendent Col. Lance For­
sythe, of the 117 prisoners 
held at Southside Regional 
Jail, 29 are participants. 

The Community Model 
Program involves group hous­
ing of participants - sep­
arate from none participat­
ing inmates. Here, inmates 
participate in group sessions 
conducted by mental health 
professionals; take part in 
education programs (such as 
GED preparation programs); 
and, work with each other for 
positive reinforcement. 

The program is run in co­
operation with District 19 
Community Services Board, 
which provides an on-site fa­
cilitator - supervised by a 
licensed social worker. 
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