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MY SOUL SAID TO ME intimately engages you in the vision and mission of
transforming the criminal justice system into a contributing and restorative justice power
for good. Currently the system costs billions, destroys lives, and inflicts more pain than
healing on everyone in United States. In his own life's journey, Bob Roberts shares "keys
to open the doors" of the prison industrial complex in ways that can solidly change lives
and communities in a pro-social, cost-efficient, and collaborative manner. The reader is
captured by Robert's life and work and how he has impacted thousands of people to
become contributing citizens. Clearly, the replication of his project could help tens of
thousands of lives. It is said, "an educated consumer is our best customer." Today the
American public is the consumer that needs educating. This book, if read by the masses,
can shift the correctional industry into an evolutionary and restoring direction, as well as,
personally impact the life of every reader. MY SOUL SAID TO ME is an inspiring
journey of life, love, community, and commitment. I am recommending this book to
everyone. People (offenders, staff, families) caught in the quicksand of the criminal
justice system most often live in a culture without hope or "a way out." To paraphrase the
book, could there be a greater vision or mission than to give hope to someone that he or
she is still valued as a human being? Bob Roberts gives all of us, the hopeless and the
hopeful, hope. Audre Londe's words best describe Robert's philosophy at every crossroad
in his life: "When I dare to be powerful...to use my strength in the service of my vision,
then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid..." In Robert's story of life
you will find the truth applies to all aspects of our life and to all people in our society,
even those in unlikely places. I share his call for a return to community.

